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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Coast Fork Willamette River 
supports water quality and quality 
habitat for native fish and wildlife. 
The Coast Fork Willamette River 
basin is located at a boundary 
between the lowlands of the 
Willamette Valley and the 
mountainous landscapes of the 
Cascade and Coastal Mountains, 
and between the hardwood-rich 
forests of the Umpqua Valley and 
the conifer-dominated forests of 
the Willamette Valley. The 
contrasting geology and stream flows 
of the volcanically derived soils of the Cascade Mountains to the East and the seafloor soils of 
the Coast Range to the West add another layer of dynamism to this rich landscape. Human land 
use, from forestry to farming to urban development, renders a level of complexity to the 
mosaic of habitats found in this region. For these reasons, one encounters a diverse set of 
habitat types as they journey from ridgetop to valley bottom in the Southern Willamette Valley. 
The river accounts for a disproportionate amount of flow in the lower Willamette main stem 
during the dry season due to regulation dams in the upper watershed. 
 
Our mission is to enhance the Coast Fork Willamette Watershed through restoration, 
monitoring, education and stewardship. The CFWWC is not a regulatory body. We work with 
public and private landowners on a voluntary basis to conserve and restore riparian and aquatic 
habitat, cooperate with partners to monitor and maintain water quality, implement watershed 
education programs, focus outreach to residents, and provide a monthly forum for addressing 
important issues. The CFWWC is funded through a combination of local partner contributions; 
state, federal and private foundation grants; and private donations. 
 
The need for the Action Plan arose from the realization that existing planning and guidance 
documents do not account for the current level of collaboration, investment, innovation and 
engagement with landowners taking place within the Coast Fork Willamette River Sub-basin. 
The Coast Fork Willamette Watershed Council Action Plan (CFWWC, 2007) has served as the 
primary guiding document for the CFWWC for 11 years. The Strategy established major goals 
(see inset), prescribed general strategies to achieve those goals and prioritized geographical 
areas that should be the focus of restoration. This plan served its purpose in providing a 
roadmap for the CFWWC and its partners to understand limiting factors to watershed health 
and areas ripe for collaboration and investment. 
 
CFWWC strives to be fully inclusive to community members regardless of (but not limited to) 
race, ethnicity, nationality, culture, geography, socioeconomic status, mental or physical 

Bake Stewart Park  (photo: R. Newman, CFWWC) 
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ability, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age or religion. Environmental equity in 
our watershed ensures that all peoples have access to outdoor stewardship and recreation 
opportunities, clean water, and a healthy environment.  We believe that diversity, equity and 
inclusion is essential to the success of the region. We recognize that we are working within 
ƻǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ϧ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜǉǳŀƭƭȅΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 
part to improve the processes. We strive to build relationships and understanding by 
connecting to communities which include communities of color, different socio-economic 
groups, indigenous peoples and other marginalized communities. We believe that these 
relationships will build co-created values, beliefs, ideas, and leadership that will help the 
watershed & communities become more resilient and able to adapt to changing 
environments. 
 
A key feature of the action plan is evaluating success through monitoring frameworks and 
programs. Based on results of monitoring, the Council and its partners will periodically assess 
effectiveness of the actions in meeting the goals and objectives prescribed in the plan and make 
adjustments as necessary to habitat restoration treatments, drinking water quality actions, and 
outreach activities. As actions are completed, new priority actions may be developed and 
implemented to achieve goals and objectives. Goals and objectives may be modified as time 
goes on. In this way, the plan is a living document that will be updated regularly. 

  

Silk Creek Park  (photo: M. OôDriscoll, CFWWC) 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
The Coast Fork Willamette River supports water 
quality and quality habitat for native fish and 
wildlife. The Coast Fork Willamette River basin is 
located at a boundary between the lowlands of 
the Willamette Valley and the mountainous 
landscapes of the Cascade and Coastal Mountains, 
and between the hardwood-rich forests of the 
Umpqua Valley and the conifer-dominated forests 
of the Willamette Valley (Figure 1). The 
contrasting geology and stream flows of the 
volcanically derived soils of the Cascade Mountains 
to the East and the seafloor soils of the Coast Range 
to the West add another layer of dynamism to this rich landscape. Human land use, from 
forestry to farming to urban development, renders a level of complexity to the mosaic of 
habitats found in this region. For these reasons, one encounters a diverse set of habitat types 
as they journey from ridgetop to valley bottom in the Southern Willamette Valley. The river 
accounts for a disproportionate amount of flow in the lower Willamette main stem during the 
dry season due to regulation dams in the upper watershed. 

Over the last century, human activities have resulted in loss of riparian forests, loss of 
floodplain connectivity and diversity, and altered instream habitats for native fish and wildlife 
species. These impacts reflect construction of flood control dams and hydroelectric projects; 
urban and rural development patterns; and past land use practices including agriculture and 
forestry (see Section 6 for more detail on impacts).  Over the last 15 years, collaborative 
monitoring efforts show further signs of degradation in water quality. This Action Plan proposes 
voluntary restoration and conservation measures to address impacts within the Coast Fork 
Willamette River Sub-basin, which can provide the foundation from which ecological uplift in 
the Willamette River Basin can occur.  

Brice Creek (photo: R. Newman, CFWWC) 
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Figure 1. State of Oregon, Willamette River Basin and Coast Fork Willamette River Sub-

basin. 

1.1 About the Coast Fork Willamette Watershed Council 
The Coast Fork Willamette Watershed Council (CFWWC) is a local nonprofit organization that 
strives to enhance and restore habitat for fish and wildlife, our community, and for future 
generations. Currently, there is a 6-member governing Board of Directors representing 
residents, commercial and recreational interests, schools, utilities, and local government 
entities. The CFWWC employs a small staff based in Cottage Grove which is responsible for 
implementing projects and facilitating partnerships. The CFWWC is one of five watershed 
councils officially authorized by action of the Lane County Board of Commissioners (Figure 2).  

Our mission is to enhance the Coast Fork Willamette Watershed through restoration, 
monitoring, education and stewardship. The CFWWC is not a regulatory body. We work with 
public and private landowners on a voluntary basis to conserve and restore riparian and aquatic 
habitat, cooperate with partners to monitor and maintain water quality, implement watershed 
education programs, focus outreach to residents, and provide a monthly forum for addressing 
important issues. The CFWWC is funded through a combination of local partner contributions; 
state, federal and private foundation grants; and private donations. 
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Figure 2. Lane County 5th- Field HUC Sub-basins. 

1.2 Purpose and Need for Action Plan 
The Coast Fork Willamette Watershed Strategic Action Plan (Action Plan) was developed to 
identify and prioritize the goals, objectives and actions relating to water quality and fish and 
wildlife habitat which the CFWWC and its partners seek to achieve over the next five to ten 
years. Actions capture both existing and conceptual programs and projects. All identified 
actions are voluntary, subject to local, state and federal laws, plans and regulations, and 
intended to be done collaboratively with a variety of partners. To the extent possible, the 
Action Plan identifies these partnerships. The Action Plan also identifies methods for 
monitoring and accounting for investments.  
 
The need for the Action Plan arose from the realization that existing planning and guidance 
documents do not account for the current level of collaboration, investment, innovation and 
engagement with landowners taking 
place within the Coast Fork Willamette 
River Sub-basin. The Coast Fork 
Willamette Watershed Council Action 
Plan (CFWWC, 2007) has served as the 
primary guiding document for the 
CFWWC for 11 years. The Strategy 

Goals of the 2007 Action Plan  

¶ Improve Water Quality 

¶ Improve Aquatic Habitat 

¶ Improve Terrestrial Habitat 
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established major goals (see inset), prescribed general strategies to achieve those goals and 
prioritized geographical areas that should be the focus of restoration. This plan served its 
purpose in providing a roadmap for the CFWWC and its partners to understand limiting factors 
to watershed health and areas ripe for collaboration and investment. 
 
The current condition of the Sub-basin, combined with existing management and regulations, 
does not ensure conservation or restoration of high-quality habitat in the long term. Although 
the overarching goals of the Strategy and findings of the 2007 Action Plan are still largely 
relevant, they do not account for a number of new partnerships and collaborations in the Coast 
Fork Willamette River Sub-basin, such as the Rivers to Ridges, the Upper Willamette 
Collaborative Group, the Willamette Anchor Habitat Working Group, the Willamette Valley Oak 
and Prairie Cooperative Group, and the Lane County Working Group (see partnerships 
described in section 4). These efforts will benefit from a specific comprehensive action plan to 
guide them. The Action Plan will provide a common vision and path forward that establishes 
priority actions, leverages and coordinates resources, and increases efficiencies in 
implementing projects and activities over the next five to ten years. For these reasons, the 
Council and its partners recognized the need for developing a new Action Plan and have 
invested time and resources in working together to complete this comprehensive plan guiding 
outreach, protection, and restoration actions across the Sub-basin and establish monitoring 
approaches that assess the effectiveness of these actions over time.  

1.3 Action Plan Overview 
The Action Plan includes specific voluntary actions to work with willing private and public 
landowners throughout the Coast Fork Willamette River Sub-basin in the restoration of key fish 
and wildlife habitat, the protection of water quality, and implementation of outreach activities 
linked to habitat and resource stewardship. Restoration actions focus on aquatic, riparian, and 
ŦƭƻƻŘǇƭŀƛƴ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ŀǎ άƪŜȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎέΥ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ /Ƙƛƴƻƻƪ ǎŀƭƳƻƴΣ bull trout, 
Oregon chub, Pacific lamprey, Pacific brook lamprey, and western pond turtle. Water quality 
protection actions focus on monitoring and a series of drinking water source protection (DWSP) 
programs designed to address identified threats to maintenance of the Coast Fork Willamette 
wƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭity. Outreach activities seek to increase awareness of and support for 
watershed conservation and restoration through multiple programs involving youth, private 
landowners and the general public.  
 
The Action Plan utilizes a geographic term, Hydrological Unit Code (HUC), established by the 
U.S. Geological Survey for classifying and identifying hydrologic features such as rivers and 
drainage basins. The Action Plan defines geographic terms as follows:  

¶ Basin: Willamette River Basin, classified as a 3rd field HUC (Figure 1). 

¶ Sub-basin: major tributaries of the Willamette River, such as the Coast Fork Willamette 
River, classified as a 4th field HUC (Figure 1). 

¶ Watershed: major tributaries or sections of the Coast Fork Willamette River, classified as 
5th- field HUCs (Figure 3). 

The Coast Fork Willamette River Sub-basin includes a total of four watersheds; Row River, 
Mosby Creek, Upper Coast Fork Willamette River, and Lower Coast Fork Willamette River 



 Coast Fork Willamette Watershed Strategic Action Plan ï Jan 2019 

 

7 

 

(Figure 3). The Action Plan covers the Coast Fork Willamette River Sub-basin with planning 
organized on the 5th -field HUC scale.  
 

 
Figure 3. The four 5th-field watersheds within the Coast Fork Willamette River Sub-basin. 

 
The following is a summary of the contents of the Strategic Action Plan. 


































































