
 The Coast Fork Willamette Watershed 
Council 

IS FISHING FOR SUPPORTERS! 

Make a donation today to protect and enhance  

water quality and native habitats 

Future generations will thank you (so will the fish)! 

   $15-$50 donation—I’ll fish!   

  $50-300 donation—I want to teach someone to fish! 

  $301-1,000 donation—I support SCHOOLS of kids learning about fish!   
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 This winter, East Regional Park project 

partners succeeded in efforts to plant over 2,000 

willows and dogwoods that were grown out at the 

US Forest Service Dorena Tree Improvement 

facility and from cuttings taken by students from 

Kennedy High School. For the last two years, Rob 

Cox of the US Forest Service coordinated the 

planting and grow-out of these plants at the 

Dorena facility. 

 A volunteer event kicked off the tree 

planting on December 13th, 2009. The hearty dozen 

participants planted 73 willows and 61 dogwoods 

south of the fishing pond in about three hours. 

Andy McClean led this effort supported by Smith-

Lund-Mills and the Coast Fork Willamette 

Watershed Council volunteers.  

 The Watershed Council contracted with 

Oregon Woods to conduct the balance of this large-

scale planting. As such, logistics began with a 

utility locate and planting plans being coordinated 

by Pat French, Council Project Manager. Oregon 

Woods brought a Bobcat with an auger to the site 

and to test the feasibility of using that machine to 

auger holes. The City moved 20 cubic yards of 

wood chips to the park for mulching the plants. 

Everything was ready to go, except for moving the 

2,000 shrubs to the site—not a small task! 

 

 

 

 On Wednesday January 6, 2010, 

employing the help of the whole student body 

at Kennedy Alternative High School, a ‘fireline’ 

was formed and trucks were loaded with over 

2,000 trees by students, teachers, and 

volunteers. Then, a smaller crew of Kennedy 

Conservation Corps students and teachers led 

by Matthew Hall joined Watershed Council 

volunteers and staff unloading those trees at 

the park and moving additional trees from the 

US Forest Service Dorena Tree Improvement 

Center. Willows and red-twig dogwood 

comprised the majority of the plants 

(technically shrubs) chosen for their suitability 

to the wet edge of the ponds in this floodplain 

of the Row River. 

 Next steps at the park include 

removing English ivy from the forested 

understory and making sure all trees above the 

water line are mulched. Kennedy students will 

be back to construct a wildlife viewing blind, 

and the Watershed Council is seeking funds to 

complete signage for the entryway kiosk 

(donations gratiously accepted!)  

Join us February 21st, 2010 1-4pm for our next 

Stewardship Event at the park, bring your 

family and join us in improving this local 

natural area! 

 

2,200 Plantings Kick off 2010  

 

East Regional Park  
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From the Coordinator:  Pam Reber  

 
 I am writing from the banks of the Columbia River 

where the annual River Restoration NW Conference takes place 

www.rrnw.org . Technical professionals from the Northwest 

gather here to share results and lessons-learned from their 

projects. It is a great opportunity to gather very current 

knowledge about the rapidly evolving field of river restoration 

as the importance of water flow and quality continue to mount.   

 Interestingly, two keynote speakers urged a similar 

message: TALK TO PEOPLE. Lorne Fitch of the Alberta Cows 

and Fish Program www.cowsandfish.org successfully reaches 

out to over 5,000 people with 6 staff each year. Bryan Manacle 

of the Yukon River Inter-tribal Watershed Council 

www.yritwc.org coordinates 66 First Nations and tribes in 2 

countries over the fourth largest watershed in North America. 

Their 50-year vision statement is: To Be Able to Drink Water 

Directly from the Yukon River. Inspiring actions and visions!  

 I am happy to report that we too are seeing results 

from talking to people about the river. By incorporating the 

local knowledge from the wisdom of individuals from here in 

the Coast Fork Watershed, our projects and education efforts 

are increasing in impact.  

 For example, local GED Instructor Gail Hemsoth and 

Lane Community College received accolades from the statewide 

review board for the innovative programming developed in our 

STREAM Education Program with Walama Restoration Project 

and local science teachers. While the recession will likely 

prevent the adoption of our program as a statewide model, the 

importance of watershed education & restoration is gaining 

recognition statewide in part because we allow our Watershed 

Council activities to be locally driven using this vital resource of 

local wisdom. The technical tools to sustain our economy 

wh ile maintaining water quality and habitat are available, 

now it is time to just make it happen!  

Earth Day at Garden Lake & Cottage Grove 

Creswell  Garden Lake ParkɂApril 22nd  
         Building on our momentum from construction of the Ron 

Petitti Memorial Pavilion last spring, the City and partners are 

once again collaborating to host a student-based event at the 

park on Earth Day April 22, 2010. Educational stations 

including the giant salmon tent will be part of the festivities. 

Stewardship activities will be taking place prior to the event to 

further improve the park, call the office for dates & details. 

Cottage Grove Coiner ParkɂApril 24 th  Cottage Grove will be 

celebrating the 40th Earth Day and Arbor Day together by 

encouraging student submissions and holding a student art 

show . The All Species Parade will be a highlight, as will an 

Earth Day Fair. Please join us for a fun community event 

featuring the giant salmon tent, food and costumes! 

 

Fish Traps in Mosby Tributaries! The Coast Fork Willamette 

Watershed Council has teamed with Oregon Department of Fish and 

Wildlife on their Salmon/Trout Enhancement Project.  Erik Moberly, 

ODF&W fish biologist, placed fish traps in five tributaries of Mosby 

Creek to collect baseline data on fish migration, especially for the 

native cutthroat trout.  Steve Fremonti has been a key volunteer on the 

project checking two different fish traps. Thanks to Steve & others for 

participating! 

Mosby Collaborative Project   Site visits have been ongoing 

since September on Mosby Creek and its tributaries. We will be 

following up soon with landowners who have expressed interest in 

partnering on restoration projects. Please contact Kelsey Green at 541-

767-9717 if you are interested in scheduling a site visit and to learn 

more about grant opportunities and our goals for water quality and 

habitat the creek. 

 

 
 

COUNCIL WISH LIST  

Supplies Needed:  

       -   Logs 

       -   Planting Shovels 

       -   Binoculars  

       -   Hip Waders  

 

           

 

Water Ouzel 

Volunteerõs Float Trip 

Saturday, June 5 th
 

2010  
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The Council would like to recognize Andy 

McLean and sons for the tremendous amount 

of time and energy they have dedicated to the 

Council over the last few months.  Andy, a 

retired fire marshal and active community 

member, has worked with the Council on a 

number of projects. He and sons were 

integral to our volunteer tree planting at East 

Regional Park in December by securing a 

donated auger and manning it, successfully 

planting over 130 trees! Andy and son Ryan 

were also present at the Saginaw ivy pull in 

January.  Thank you for your hard work!  

 

2010 Events 
                                          

February 21 st  

1-4pm 

Work Party   

East Regional Park  

Meet at the Kiosk for 

mulching fun!  

March Public Meeting  

Wednesday March 24 th   

Mosby Creek 

Restoration & Fish 

Survey Update 
Cottage Grove 

Community Center      

700 E. Gibbs 

Thursday, April 22 nd 

Earth Day Events 

at Lane Community 

College  visit our table! 

at Garden Lake Park  

with Creswell Schools 

10am-3pm 

Friday April 23 rd    

Day of Caring Do a 

stewardship project!  

Saturday, April 24 th  

in  Cottage Grove    

Earth Day Fair    &     

All Species Parade       

1pm Line up            

2pm Parade 
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